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of death!... They came to laugh at a comedy, and a tragedy is
before them which will make a nation weep	
While the world lasts will this scene be remembered. As a martyr
of freedom—as the representative of justice in a great nation, the
name of the victim will live forever; and the Proclamation of Eman-
cipation, signed with the name and sealed with the blood of Abra-
ham Lincoln will remain a landmark in the progress of the race.2
The editor of the Alia California sought out the author in
the composing room and engaged him at once to write a descrip-
tion of die Lincoln mourning decorations in San Francisco.
This proved to be the first newspaper writing for which
Henry George received pay. But reporting was not enough for
him. He must express his emotions in a less impersonal form.
In the little parlor of his home he wrote a eulogy of the dead
President which was given the leading place on the editorial
page the following day. He wrote of Lincoln:
He personified the best, the most general character of the people
who twice called him to the highest place they could bestow, and
the strength and the virtue of a nation, enriched by the best blood
of all races, were his.
He was not of those whom God lifts to the mountain tops and
who tell of his truth to ears that will not hear and show His light
to eyes that cannot see—whom their own generation stone and future
ones worship; but he was of the leaders who march close before the
advancing ranks of the people, who direct their steps and speak
with their voice	
His was not the eloquence which sways men at will... yet in all
he said there was the power, eloquent in its plainness and honesty,
of a man truer than his pledge, better than his word.... And as in
our times of need, the man that was needed came forth, let us know
that it will always be so, and that under our institutions, when the
rights of the people are endangered, from their ranks will spring the
men for the times	3
With peace restored in the nation, eyes in California turned
abroad. The state had many sentimental ties with Mexico, the
immediate source of much of her culture and of some of her
population, and now the neighbor to the South was engaged
in a struggle that claimed the allegiance of liberals everywhere.
Napoleon III of France, in an attempt to get control of the rich
lands of Mexico, had persuaded the Archduke Maximilian of

